
CHAPTER XL 

SALMON WILDER, PRINTER AND PUBLISHER 

The observant stage-coach traveler along the Third New Hamp
shire Turnpike Road back in, say 1813, going perhaps to Montreal, 
or to the famous seat of learning at Hanover (Dartmouth College), 
might have seen as he approached Monadnock, in Middletown Jaf
frey, after he passed the tanyard and the substantial farmhouse of 
John Cutter, a two-story building on the right, with gable to the road 
and a central front door. The exact location of this building is at the 
present day known as the Bigelow Store lot. But what, perhaps, 
particularly attracted his attention to this building was the nature 
of the arts and crafts practiced within. At the right of the front 
door he, no doubt, saw a sign bearing the legend, "S. Wilder, Printer"; 
and at the left was a room of corresponding size and proportions 
whose outward manifestations of inward purpose was a protruding 
signboard bearing an enormous black boot, fit for some titan of the 
mountains, standing guard over one proportioned to the require
ments of the common run of earth. Over and beneath this symbolic 
portrayal of an ancient craft was the name of its animating genius, 
"Moody Lawrence, Manufacturer of Boots and Shoes." Thus was 
"Crispin" and "Cadmus" harmoniously housed in a common temple 
in the central village of the town. Shoemakers were common enough 
in every town in those days, but printers were few and far between, 
and they lent a sort of distinction or a scholastic air to the fortunate 
communities where they set up their presses. 

Land values took a jump in Middletown Jaffrey after the building 
of the Turnpike in 1802, and it was feared there might not be house 
room enough for all who would come to live and ply their useful trades 
in the only village the town could boast in that period. Here lived 
the minister and lawyer and doctor; and here were the meeting
house, post office, social library, the blacksmith shop, and the village 
stores. Samuel Adams, Jr., the village carpenter, built the combina
tion house and shoe shop to meet the demands of trade, on a lot thirty 
feet square which he bought from his uncle, Daniel Adams of Keene, 
in 1808. It was two stories in height, with gable toward the street, 
and occupied the full extent of the lot upon which it was erected. 
It was later moved across the street and faced about to its present 
position where it serves as the store and post office at Jaffrey Center. 

Of the first use of this building no record has been found, and one 
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or more transfers of title seem to have escaped the notice of the regis
ter of deeds, but within three or four years after its erection it had 
passed into the ownership or control of Samuel Litch, the famous old 
schoolmaster of Jaffrey, and a kindred soul in the person of Salmon 
Wilder, a printer, "lately from Leominster in Massachusetts." In 
this partnership, probably arranged by the schoolmaster, is found 
evidence of pent up genius striving for means of expression it hitherto 
had missed. Master Litch had plainly the itch of authorship, which 
often found relief in the county press over such mystifying pseudo
nyms as Estremadura Velasco, wherein he feared not to break a lance 
with the bravest who dared espouse a contrary opinion. 

Clear evidence of the location of the printing-house and at least 
partial ownership by the schoolmaster are disclosed by a quitclaim 
deed by Salmon Wilder to Samuel Litch, February 7, 1815, 

all my right title and interest claim and demand in and unto a certain tract of 
land in Jaffrey, on the north side of the turnpike road Between Mr. Moody Law
rences dwelling house and the dwelling house of Mr. Robert Gilmore, said tract 
of land being the east half of a tract 30 feet square upon which now stands a build
ing occupied as a shoemakers shop and for other purposes, and is bounded as fol
lows: to wit, Beginning at the Center of the front door and running northerly 
through said building 30 feet, thence easterly 15 feet to the northeast corner of 
said building, adjoining land owned by Mr. Robert Gilmore, thence southerly 
on said Gilmores land thirty feet to the southeast corner of said building. Then 
westerly 15 feet to the bound first mentioned. Meaning to convey the east half 
of the building with the land under the same with the reservation to myself how
ever of the upper story or chamber belonging to the said east half of said building. 
Said Salmon Wilder and said Samuel Litch are each separately to keep their 
respective parts of said building in repair so that the Building shall not go to decay 
through either's neglect. With the liberty to enter the front door and to pass 
the stairs into the second story ..... 

This transaction would indicate sole ownership by Salmon Wilder 
before this time. A year later, April 11, 1816, Wilder quitclaimed to 
Litch, for forty dollars, "all my right interest claim and demand to 
certain rooms, ... being the same building wherein Moody Lawrence 
now carries on the shoemaking business." 

Salmon Wilder, for four years printer and publisher in Jaffrey, was 
born in Leominster, Massachusetts, in 1778, (see Volume II). He 
learned the art or mystery of printing and made it the principal occu
pation of his life when printers were few and the demand for their 
products in small towns was extremely small. He worked at his 
chosen occupation in Lancaster and Leominster, Massachusetts, and 
in Jaffrey and New Ipswich, New Hampshire. 

By comparison with the general state of the art, even in his times, 
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his work was crude and his outfit slow and limited in type and ac
cessories. And yet in the work that he did he has left the mark of a 
careful and honest workman. His spelling is up to the best standards 
of his time ;and from his choice of subjects it appears that he was more 
concerned in doing good than in making money. His first venture 
seems to have been in the newspaper field in Leominster, where with 
Dr. Daniel Adams, well-known in his day as the author of "Adams 
Arithmetic," he published in. 1800-2 The Telescope. In 1806 a 
new organ, The Weekly Messenger, bears his name with that of James 
Wilder. In 1809-10 he published alone The Political Recorder. He 
is also said to have been associated in this line with Charles Prentiss, 
who removed to Keene and began the issue of The Rural Repository, 
and later established The Keene Sentinel. 

Salmon Wilder came to Jaffrey from Leominster early in 1813 and 
set up his press, as narrated, in Jaffrey Center Village. During his 
four years in Jaffrey he owned no real estate except his share in his 
place of business and a pasture in which he kept one or two cows for 
the benefit of his growing children. His first known book bearing 
the Jaffrey imprint was compiled by Samuel Litch, afterward his 
partner. This work bears the following title page: 

A Concise treatise of Retoric, 
Extracted from the writings of Dr. Blair Usher, 

&c. for the use of Common Schools and Private Persons. 
By Samuel Litch 

"Cato Cultivated Eloquence as a necessary 
Mean for defending the right of the people, 
and for enforcing good counsel." Rollin. 

Printed at Jaffrey 
By Salmon Wilder 

1813. 

The year 1814 shows an increased number of Jaffrey imprints and 
must have been a busy year for the new publishing house. Copies 
of the following are in the possession of the American Antiquarian 
Society in Worcester: 

Abiel Abbott, Father's Reasons, Discourse, Jaffrey, 1814 
Jonas Kendall, Address, Leominster, Printed, Jaffrey, 1814 
Astronomical & Geographical Catechism, Printed at Jaffrey, 1814 
New Hieroglyphical Bible, Jaffrey, 1814. 

In 1815 a new edition of "The Astronomical & Geografical Cate
chism" appeared with a smaller number of pages of reduced size and 
entitled "Astronomical and Geographical Questions & Answers for 
the Instruction of Children, Jaffrey, N. H., Samuel Wilder, Printer, 
1815." A copy of this, in pamphlet form, is owned by the Peter-
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borough Public Library. Another pamphlet of this year, lately ac
quired in Jaffrey by the American Antiquarian Society, is "An 
Address on the Industry of Washington: Delivered before the Wash
ington Benevolent Society, at Jaffrey, Oct. 16, '15. By a Member. 
Samuel Wilder, Printer." 

Among the rare books in the collection of the New Hampshire His
torical Society are three bearing the imprint of Salmon Wilder in 
Jaffrey. The first is a concession to childhood in the form of the 
touching tale of the death and burial of Cock Robin. It is adorned 
with quaint cuts, which are evidence of the printer's proficiency in 
the art of portraiture. The book is about two inches wide by four 
inches long, and is bound in dark green paper cover bearing a like
ness of an unmistakable bird, which without the caption might be 
taken for a lordly crow surveying the farmer's field for evidence of the 
quickening of the newly planted corn. The title page is as follows: 

THE 
DEATH AND BURIAL 

OF 
Cock Robin: 

WITH THE STORY OF THE 
FARMER'S DAUGHTERS: 

TO WHICH IS ADDED 
THE TRAGICAL 

DEATH 
OF AN 

APPLE-PYE 
Ornamented with engravings 

JAFFREY, N. H. 
PRINTED by Salmon WILDER 

-1813-

It contains sixteen wood cuts, one on every page, and closes with this 
affecting quatrain: 

All the birds in the air 
Fell to fighting and fobbing 
When they heard the bell toll 
For poor Cock Robin. 

The second is a large book of greater pretensions, being a reprint 
of "Pope's Essay on Man in Four Epistles, to which is added, The 
Universal Prayer, 1813." 
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The title page of his third work printed in Jaffrey is reproduced 
below. The fly leaf bears the name of Thom. Isaac Sturtevant, Keene. 

A NEW 
HIEROGLYPHICAL BIBLE 

For the amusement & instruction of Children: 
BEING 

A SELECTION 

Of the most useful Lessons 

AND 

most interesting Narratives: 
(Scripturally arranged) 

From Genesis to the Revelations. 
Embellished with 

Familiar Figures, and Striking Emblems. 
To the whole is added a Sketch of the life of 

OUR BLESSED SAVIOR. 

Recommended by the Rev. Rowland 
Hill, M.A. 

From an English Edition: Re-printed at 
JAFFREY, N. H. 

By SALMON WILDER. 
Sold at his Printing Office, by the gross, 

dozen or single--. 1814 

The Hieroglyphical Bible was without doubt Salmon Wilder's most 
important work in Jaffrey. We have no means of knowing the size 
of his editions, but this book was offered for sale at his printing office 
in Jaffrey "by the gross, dozen or single." It was a volume of one 
hundred and twenty pages, with board covers about four and one
half by six inches. A copy is owned by the American Antiquarian 
Society, and others are probably in existence. During the pastorate 
of Reverend W. W. Livingston, forty or more years ago, he received 
a letter from somewhere in the West offering for sale what was des
cribed as a "very valuable antique" in the form of a Bible published 
in Jaffrey many years before. Mr. Livingston, himself a historical 
student, consulted with people in town who might be interested, but 
received so little encouragement that the correspondence was aband-
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oned and the name of the writer forgotten. Few people in town at 
that time had ever heard of Salmon Wilder and his work and thus 
was lost an opportunity to obtain what was undoubtedly another 
copy of the Hieroglyphical Bible, now a rare and valuable work. 
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PAGES FROM HIEROGLYPHICAL BIBLE 

Salmon Wilder removed to New Ipswich in 1817, where he had 
three years before married a wife, and he continued to live there until 
his death in the early part of 1832. According to the historian of 
that town, he was employed, as in Jaffrey, with printing town notices 
and general job work. The same authority states that he also 
"printed little Toy-books, illustrated with curious cuts executed on 
type metal in a very questionable style of art, such as is exhibited in 
cuts to the old Catechism." In New Ipswich he printed his last 
known book, a work of so much interest that it is said to have run to 
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four editions. This was the Narrative of Ebenezer Fletcher of New 
Ipswich ... taken prisoner at the Battle of Hubbardstown, Vt. (Hub
bardton). It bears the imprint, "New Ipswich, N. H.: S. Wilder, 
1827." A copy is owned by the American Antiquarian Society. 

Salmon Wilder died in New Ipswich in the early part of 1832. 
The exact date of his death has not been found, but at a probate court 
held at Amherst, New Hampshire, March 6, 1832, William Ainsworth 
of Jaffrey, attorney, respectfully represents that Salmon Wilder of 
New Ipswich, "lately deceased," having estate in said county (Hills
borough), died leaving a widow who "declines administering the 
estate and requests your petitioner may be appointed." The prayer 
-0f the petitioner was granted, and after appraisal showing real estate 
to the value of $200 and personal property valued at $148.18, with 
claims amounting to $481.45, the estate was declared insolvent. 

The appraisal reveals the usual household equipment of the period, 
including farming tools, and, as in Jaffrey, he kept one or two cows. 
The property is listed at what appears to be merely nominal prices. 
His real estate was sold for $241.67, and after expense of administra
tion, and an allowance of seventy-five dollars to the widow, $255.16 
was left for distribution to his creditors. Funeral charges were rea
sonable in those days, amounting in this case to $5.58; and a charge 
for digging his grave indicates that the burial was in New Ipswich. 

In appraising the printing office equipment, the three worthy citi
zens of New Ipswich, appointed for this duty, were somewhat at sea. 
They did not know the names of quoins and platens so they called 
them all tools. They did not know that what they called pamphlets 
might sometime be worth their weight in gold. They said, "Call it 
something"; and the clerk wrote it down as follows: 

400 lbs. old type metal at Sc and cases 
Lot of lead and box 
1 old printing press 
Lot of pamphlets 
Lot of books in chest and chest and vials 
Lot of books and small case in office 
Stove and funnel in office 
Old desk in office 
Lot of Blanks 
Lot of verses 
Old chair in office 
1 Quire paper 
Composing stick and other tools 
6 Vol Books 

$32.00 
.17 

5.00 
1.00 
5.00 
1.00 
1.00 

.25 

.50 
1.00 

.12 

.12 

.50 

.25 
$47.91 




